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Introduction 
A t  t h e  1968 meeting of the  American Folklore Society i n  Bloomington, 
Indiana, one of t he  sessions was devoted t o  the  discussion of the  teaching 
of fo lk lore  t o  undergraduates. Among the  questions from the  f l o o r  fol -  
lowing t he  statements from each of the  panel members was my own: (para- 
phrase) "It seems t o  me t h a t  most of the  undergraduate co l lec t ing  pro- 
j e c t s  t h a t  have been described by the  panel members make co l lec t ing  
i t s e l f  the  primary goal; t h a t  is, the  student i s  involved i n  co l lec t ing  
f o r  co l lec t ing ' s  sake. I wonder t o  what extent  you attempt t o  involve 
t he  student i n  the  analysis  of the  mater ia l  he  collect^.^^ The response 
t o  the  question was t o  categorically.deny t h a t  students were engaged i n  
co l lec t ing  only. Unfortunately, no one on the  panel followed through 
t o  ind ica te  what types of analyses h i s  students were performing, D i s -  
cussion with some of the  panel members a f t e r  the  session revealed t h a t  
students were involved mainly i n  two types of analysis :  1 )  c l a s s i f i c a t i on  
of t h e i r  materials ,  primarily f o r  storage i n  un ivers i ty  archives and 
2 )  comparative annotation t o  reveal  the  t r a d i t i o n a l i t y  and/or the  geo- 
graphical  d i s t r i bu t i on  of the  fo lk lore  items collected.  
It i s  the  purpose of t h i s  paper t o  suggest a design f o r  an undergraduate 
col lect ing pro jec t  which involves the  student in a t h i r d  type of analysis-  
the  invest igat ion of t he  functional  re la t ionship  between the  fo lk lore  
item and the  performer of t h a t  item. The type of fo lk lore  item f o r  
which the  p ro jec t  i s  spec i f i c a l l y  designed is the  joke, although only 
s l i g h t  a l t e r a t i ons  a r e  required f o r  t he  design t o  be applicable t o  
many other fo lk lore  genres, The pro jec t  as out l ined and modifications 
of it have proved highly successful  i n  the teaching of the  Introduction 
t o  Folklore course a t  Indiana University during t he  pa s t  year (1968- 
1969) . 
Procedure 
Unlike most col lect ing pro jec t s  which a r e  conducted and supervised t o t a l l y  
apa r t  from what t ransp i res  in t he  classroom, the  p ro jec t  outl ined here 
c a l l s  f o r  t he  use of the  classroom as a forum f o r  discussing both the 
met )dological and ana ly t ica l  procedures involved i n  t he  project. This 
of course means t h a t  a l l  students a r e  necessar i ly  engaged i n  the same 
t m e  of col lect ing project .  This does no t  mean, however, t h a t  the  core 
of the  p ro jec t  outl ined here cannot be supervised by t h e  i n s t ruc to r  
with individual  students outside of class.  Several i n s t ruc to r s  teaching 
t he  introductory course a t  Indiana University operated on t h i s  ba s i s  
and achieved exce l len t  r e su l t s ,  I personally discovered no students who 
objected t o  doing the  one type of assignment, and I found the classroom 
an excel lent  arena f o r  out l in ing and discussing the  project .  The amount 
of classroom time involved i s  about nine hours o r  th ree  weeks on t h e  
basis of three  c l a s s  meetings per  week. The nine c l a s s  sessions a r e  de- 
voted t o  t he  discussion of 1 )  functional  study i n  folklore;  2 )  research 
methods f o r  the p ro jec t  and 3)  the  concepts of funct ional  analysis .  A 
key aspect  of the  classroom discussion of methods and ana lys i s  i s  the  
use by the  i n s t ruc to r  of h i s  own previously collected,  documented and 
analyzed joke a s  an example (see the  sample analysis  following t he  de- 
t a i l e d  ou t l ine  below). The c l a s s  meetings a r e  scheduled so t h a t  the  f i n a l  
session corresponds t o  t he  last day of c l a s s  before e i t h e r  Christmas 
o r  Spring vacations. The s tudent  co l l ec t s  h i s  own data  over the  vacation. 
What follows i s  a s l i g h t l y  more elaborate ou t l ine  of the  use of the  nine 
c l a s s  hours. 
I, ( three  days) General discussion of function 
A. functionalism - overview of 
1. or ig ins  i n  anthropology 
2. primary assumptions and weaknesses 
3. i t s  aims 
B. spec i f i c  functional  theor ies  pa r t i cu l a r l y  with regard t o  myth 
and magic. A d i s t i nc t i on  i s  made a t  t h i s  point  between func- 
t i on  a t  t h e  psychological and sociological  levels .  
C. the  joke and i t s  functions 
11, ( a t  the  end of the  t h i r d  day) Project  i n i t i a t e d ;  each student i s  
t o  analyze the  function of a joke t o  the  joke t e l l e r .  The s tudent  
i s  provided with the  i n s t ruc to r ' s  own sample analysis  which in- 
clude s : 
A ,  personal data  on informant and co l lec to r  
B, the  t e x t  of the  joke 
C. descriptions of the  contexts i n  which the  joke was t o ld  and 
col lected 
D. a t ranscr ip t ion  of the  taped interview with the  informant 
E, the  analysis  
111, (one day) iixamination of t he  material  included i n  sect ions  A, B, 
and C of the  sample analysis .  The ins t ruc tor ' s  taped interview i s  
heard 
A. Section A: name, address, b i r t h  place, age, sex, race, 
e thnic  background, and occupation of both t he  co l lec to r  and 
the informant 
B. Section B: exact  t ranscr ip t ion  of the  joke t e x t  
C. Section C: 
1. context of the joke t e l l i n g  - place, occasion, pa r t i c ipan ts  
( ro l e s  and ro l e  re la t ionships) ,  time, audience response 
2. context of interview - arrangements, place, s i tua t ion ,  time, 
preparation, informant's a t t i t ude ,  recorded o r  noted i n  
wri t ing 
D* The tape of t he  i n s t ruc to r ' s  half  hour interview is played f o r  
t he  students 
IV. (two days) Consideration of the interview i n  d e t a i l  (sample 
interview serves as the  bas i s  f o r  the discussion of a l l  t he  following 
points)  
A. se lect ion of an informant, s e t t i n g  up t h e  interview, interview 
s i tuat ion,  rapport,  recording 
B, type of interview; types of questioning - d i r e c t  vs. ind i rec t ,  
spec i f i c  vs. general, the  hypothetical s i t ua t i on  question, the  
question t h a t  assumes; picking up leads, the  calculated pause, 
preparation f o r  the interview - constructing good questions 
V. (two days) Analysis procedure 
A. analys is  of the  joke p r i o r  t o  t he  interview: i so l a t i ng  themes 
and a t t i tudes ;  preparing questions t o  determine: 
1. which, i f  any, of these themes i n  t he  joke t he  informant 
focuses on 
2, whether the  a t t i t u d e s  imp l i c i t  i n  the  themes which a r e  
foca l  a r e  a l s o  generalized 
B. funct ional  analysis  a t  the  psychological l e v e l  
1, what themes a r e  foca l  f o r  the informant (interview evicience) 
2. what a t t i t u d e s  a r e  generalized (interview evidence) 
3. i f  there  a r e  foca l  themes and some of the  a t t i t u d e s  a r e  
generalized, then t he  basic  postula te  is  t h a t  the  joke 
accurate ly  r e f l e c t s  these a t t i t u d e s  
a. i n  t h i s  case the  following functions a r e  some of those 
which might be posited 
1 )  means f o r  expression of a t t i t u d e s  
2 )  posi t ive  audience response r e s u l t s  in reinforcement 
of 
a )  negative a t t i t u d e  toward others 
b )  pos i t ive  values of one1 s own group 
3) wish fu l f i l lment  - repressed des i r e s  projected; 
par t i c ipa t ion  i n  tabooed behavior a t  f i c t i v e  level ;  
ca thars i s  
4) other  functions 
4, whether o r  no t  some themes a r e  foca l  o r  the  impl ic i t  a t t i t u d e s  
a r e  generalized, the  following function may nevertheless 
be involved: 
a. means f o r  the  successful  asse r t ion  of s e l f  i n  pa r t i -  
cu la r  soc i a l  s i t ua t i ons  - ego gain 
C. funct ional  analysis  a t  t he  sociological  l e v e l  
1. i f  t h e  audience response i s  posi t ive ,  consider posi t ing t o  
the  group a general function of un i ty  or  cohesion 
2. on the  bas i s  of t he  nature of the  item, audience response 
and interview data  on audience members ( i f  avai lable) ,  
consider posi t ing t o  the  group a s  a whole functions com- 
parable t o  those possible f o r  the  joke t e l l e r  
V I .  (one day) Review of p ro jec t  procedure 
A. the  joke i s  experienced i n  i t s  na tu ra l  context 
1. as soon as possible the  e s sen t i a l s  of the  joke and t he  con- 
t e x t  of i t s  t e l l i n g  a r e  wr i t t en  d m  
B. from severa l  pos s ib i l i t i e s ,  a s ing le  joke t e l l e r  i s  se lected 
who is e,xpected t o  both cooperate and produce t he  most f r u i t -  
f u l  r e s u l t s  
C. t he  prospective informant i s  contacted, h i s  wil l ingness t o  co- 
operate i s  obtained, a time and place f o r  the  interview i s  s e t  
and permission t o  use a tape recorder o r  t o  take notes is  
agreed upon 
D. a de ta i l ed  thematic ana lys i s  of the  joke involved i s  performed 
E. a s e t  of questions is  constructed t o  determine 
1, what themes a r e  f o c a l  f o r  the informant 
2, what a t t i t u d e s  a r e  generalized 
3. what the  bases f o r  t he  informant's a t t i t u d e s  a r e  
4. how the  informant views t he  group t o  whom he to ld  the  joke 
with regard t o  the  foca l  themes and a t t i t u d e s  i n  t he  joke 
F. the  interview i s  conducted f i  well prepared student can f i nd  
out most of what he needs t; know i n  about a half hour7 - 
G, t he  tape i s  accurate ly  transcribed or  t h e  interview i s  re- 
constructed i n  d e t a i l  from notes 
Ha using the  thematic analysis  of the  joke and the  interview data, 
the  function of t he  item t o  the  informant i s  analyzed 
I, the  p ro jec t  i s  worked up i n t o  a f in ished paper 
V I I I  Vacation - students do t h e i r  col lect ing and interviewing 
/ b r i n g  vacations most students re turn  t o  t h e i r  homes where i n  the  
- 
course of f e s t i v i t i e s  among t h e i r  peers many jokes a r e  usual ly  
to ld ,  Students were encouraged t o  co l l ec t  from among t h e i r  peers, 
e spec ia l ly  from those whose backgrounds they knew f a i r l y  well. It 
was f e l t  t h a t  the  qua l i t y  of informant selection,  rapport  estab- 
lishment, question construction and in te rpre ta t ion  of the  i n t e r -  
view data  would be considerably increased i f  such were t h e  case. 
It was found i n  addit ion t h a t  in the  home environment near ly  a l l  
students were able  t o  loca te  and use a tape recorder f o r  t h e i r  i n t e r -  
views whereas i n  the  univers i ty  s e t t i ng  f inding equipment f o r  so  
many people i n  any one two week period would be d i f f i c u l t  indeed,-/ 
V I I I ,  Students a r e  given two weeks a f t e r  t h e i r  re tu rn  t o  campus t o  wrize 
up and tu rn  i n  t h e i r  papers 
Sam~le  Analvsis bv t he  Ins t ruc tor  Presented t o  Students 
--
f o r  :urposk s of ~ l l u s t r a t i o ~ c ~ s i o n  
- - - 
I, Data 
A. Personal data - co l lec tor  and informant 
Date col lected:  12/1/68 
Place collected:  Toledo, Ohio 
Collector 's  name: Thomas A, Burns Informant's name: John 
Address: 3922 Fairington Drive Address : Toledo, Ohio 
Bloomington, Indiana 
Birthplace: New Orleans, La, Birthplace: Toledo, Ohio 
Age: 27 Age: 27 
Race, Nationality, or  Ethnic Race, Nationali ty or  Ethnic 
Background: IT A S P Background: W A S P 
Occupation: graduate student a t  Occupation: minor execu- 
Indiana University t i v e  i n  a la rge  g l a s s  
company 
B, Item 
handy i s  a colored g i r l  up i n  her apartment, and she hears a 
knock on her door, and she goes t o  the  door, and there  i s  Rufus. 
And Rufus says, I t H i  there  Ivlandy; how's you doin!? I 've missed 
you f o r  such a long time." P re t t y  soon he walks in ,  and they 
ge t  talking,  and p re t t y  soon they a r e  doing what comes natur- 
a l ly ,  - r o l l i n g  around, And then comes a knock on t he  door. 
Vlandy says, ItRufus, you've got  t o  get  out  of here." He says, 
"idell, where should I Nandy says, "Well, I don' t  know. 
Go get  i n  t h a t  b ig  trunk over there," So Rufus goes over and 
gets  i n  t he  b ig  trunk, and they put t he  t op  down, and she goes 
t o  t he  door, and i t ' s  Rastus. Rastus says,  ltkJell, Piandy, I 've 
missed you f o r  such a long time, and I 've  j u s t  been wanting t o  
see  you.lf And he walks in ,  and p r e t t y  soon they arir doing what 
comes natural ly ,  And then they hear another knock on t he  door, 
Wandy says, "Rastus, youlve got t o  ge t  out  of here. It must 
be my husband coming home.lf So Rastus says, "Well, where s h a l l  
I go?!! So she says, ttkJell, climb out t h e  window," So he goes 
over t o  the window and s t a r t s  t o  climb out the window, and the 
door swings open and i t ' s  her husband. He runs over and slams 
down the windot~, catches him half in and half out  the window. 
And he i s  so blasted mad he goes over t o  the f i replace and 
grabs a poker and heats up the poker and goes back t o  Rastus 
and puts it r ight  i n  the back of Rastus' back. Pssssss. He's 
climbing out. Rastus yel ls ,  "Firel  Fire!I1 and from the  other 
corner of the room comes, "Save the big trunk, Save the big 
tmunk." 
Description of circumstances when item w a s  re lated 
The joke was to ld  i n  the home of the informant i n  the presence 
of the informant's wife, h i s  two year old daughter and three 
male friends of the informant including the  collector,  The 
occasion of the  gathering was the  Notre-Dame - Southern Calif- 
ornia footbal l  game televised l a t e  Saturday afternoon, November 
30, 1968. A l l  of us were seated in lounge chairs  i n  f ron t  
of the te levis ion i n  the den room. The male members of the 
group are  a l l  well  known to  one another having l ived  i n  the 
same small suburban neighborhood and having attended the same 
small high school a s  students in  the same class,  The members 
of the group usually meet one another soc ia l ly  when they return 
t o  Toledo t o  v i s i t  t h e i r  parents during vacations (Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, New Year and during the summer). During these 
v i s i t s ,  the s p i r i t  of revelry i s  high with frequent par t ies  
involving a good deal of humor and drinking, 
The joke was related i n  the course of conversation which per- 
s i s t ed  uninterrupted during the game. The at tent ion of nearly 
everyone was divided between watching the game and conversing 
with the others. ifhen the joke was told,  most a t tent ion was 
focused on the  informant and a l l  found the joke humorous. No 
further jokes were to ld  a t  t ha t  time. The informant, however, 
to ld  the  joke three times tha t  same evening a t  a palrty f o r  
which he was host and thinks t h a t  he has told the joke about 
seven times since he f i r s t  heard it a month ago, 
The joke was collected on tape a t  the time of the interview, 
Sunday, December 1, 1968, a t  about 6:30 P.N., once again in the 
informant's home. The informant had agreed aver the phone t o  
r e l a t e  the joke again and t o  answer some questions about the 
joke, the whole of which would be tape recorded, The inter-  
view took place i n  a bedroom where the informant and myself 
were alone with the recorder. 
I had prepared a set of f i f t e e n  questions, and a f t e r  the item 
was collected the interview proceeded with these questions 
forming the basis. Periodically I would r e fe r  t o  a l i s t  of 
these questions. 
D. Interview Transcription 
f ior  reasons of space, the interview transcription which fol-  
- lows i s  presented i n  an abridged form. A f u l l  transcription 
was provided fo r  the students where a l l  of the dead ends and 
fa l se  starts were retained. The importance of the sample inter-  
view transcription a s  a heuris t ic  device must be stressed. 
In  making h i s  own offering the instructor  has revealed himself 
i n  the same way he expects his  student t o  do. The f u l l  trans- 
cript ion c lear ly  shows both the instructor 's  strengths and 
weaknesses a s  an interviewer, The ins t ruc tor ' s  willingness 
t o  c r i t i c i z e  h i s  own work and to  have it cr i t ic ized  by h i s  
students demonstrates t o  the student tha t  while the  perfect 
interview can be described end should be sought, i t  i s  never 
attained, In exposing himself, the instructor  reduces the 
student's reticence t o  take on the task of interviewing and 
curbs the student's tendency t o  f e e l  t h a t  he must polish h is  
transcriptions before submitting them. What is more, a f t e r  
examining the ins t ruc tor t s  interview transcription, the student 
becomes aware of the f ac t  t ha t  given good preparation on the  
studentts part ,  remembering a few general interview principles, 
and exercising a modicum of common sense, he can probably 
e l i c i t  a good deal of valuable information from h i s  informantJ 
\{hen the questions which were prepared f o r  the interview appear 
i n  the transcription they are  marked by an aster isk and the in- 
formation the question was designed t o  e l i c i t  i s  indicated 
i n  the parenthesis following, /fncluding t h i s  information 
provides the  student with an opFortunity t o  see how the ins- 
t ructor  shaped different  questions t o  e l i c i t  different  types 
of information, and, of course, how successful he was2T 
C: Collector 
I: Informant 
&lho did you hear it from? ( I s  the joke i n  o r a l  t radi t ion;  how 
was it learned?) 
I heard it from a guy a t  work. 
How long ago was that?  
About a month ago, 
*How many times have you to ld  i t ?  Any idea? (HOW v i t a l  i s  
the item i n  the informantt s repertoire?) 
I ' d  say possibly seven or eight.  I did a p re t ty  good job l a s t  
night. 
Did you t e l l  it l a s t  night? 
I to ld  it about three times l a s t  night a t  the party..., 
You to ld  it three times l a s t  nighti  I didn ' t  come across it - 
I didnl t  hear you tell it. *Do you know any others of tha t  
s o r t  - the Rastus, handy and Rufus o r  whatever type? (How 
extensive is the  informant's traciitional material reflecting 
exoteric a t t i t udes  toward Negroes?) 
You mean about colored g i r l s?  
\dell, any joke tha t  would - jokes about colored people? 
Well, (laugh) do jrou know the s tory about the two l i t t l e  
colored g i r l s ?  The one looks a t  the other and says, "Is you 
four or  i s  you five?" The other one says, IfTfiJell, I don't r i gh t ly  
know," The f i r s t  one says, I1iJell, have you ever had inter- 
course?" and she says, "1cS0,~' She says, "Then you're four.11,., 
\\Jell, l e t ' s  go back t o  Rastus and 1"iandy.. . .What I want t o  
know is ,  what i s  it tha t  makes t h i s  joke humorous from your 
point of view? (On what character o r  action does 
the informant focus as  being laughable?) 
O r  why do I engoy t e l l i n g  i t ?  I don't r ea l ly  know what makes 
it tha t  humorous myself. (Pause) I was surprised the f i r s t  
time I to ld  the joke tha t  I got such a good reaction out of it. 
I found it an enjoyable joke and I - I think the punch l i n e  is  
s o r t  of - you're not  expecting it - what i n  the h e l l  he 's  going 
t o  say. (Pause) I don' t think it r e a l l y  makes any difference 
if i t ' s  a Rastus and Mandy o r  El  Salvo o r  somebody - some 
I t a l i a n  o r  Polack. I th ink  i t ' s  probably - you use colored 
people because they a r e -  on each other i n  doing what comes 
natural ly ,  
Are you suggesting then t h a t  colored people are.. . (pause) 
They a r e  promiscuous. They're black too, 
Compared t o  whi te  people? 
I mean t h a t  t o  the  - a t  l e a s t  the  normal .,, 
What  I ' d  l i k e  you t o  do i s  character ize  both lviancly and Rastus 
as they appear in the  joke. What a r e  they l i ke?  (How does 
t h e  informant envision t he  characters and i n  doing so  reveal  
h i s  a t t i t u d e s  toward them.) 
Well, you could probably - i n  my image I would say t he  g i r l  i s  
the  low c l a s s  colored g i r l  i n  a tenement house whose morals 
have been throughout her l i f e  questionable - l e t t i n g  them 
enter,  s t a r t i n g  messing around with them, I think you could 
characterize her a s  a low c l a s s  l i t t l e  colored g i r l  with a red 
s a t i n  d ress  - you know. 
Alright .  What about Rastus? 
Well, they ' re  j u s t  dumb bucks going around, They've got ten 
out  of t h e i r  old fifty-two Cadillacs and a r e  going up t o  see 
what's going on with handy..,. 
Let me give you a hypothetical  s i tuat ion.  ...* Suppose, you 
know, t h a t  your parents remain a l i v e  u n t i l  H. (name of infor-  
mant's daughter) i s  ready t o  ge t  married, and H. comes home and 
wants t o  g e t  married t o  a Megro. What do you think your parents '  
response would be? (What i s  the  source of the  informant's 
a t t i t udes?  ) 
They would not  - I don't think they would be too upset about 
it. 
You're being honest now? 
Yeah. They wouldn't mind it. 
-IPould you? 
You'd b e t t e r  believe it. I don't l e t  a nigger s i t  a t  nry table. 
(laugh ) 
In  other words you think t h a t  your posi t ion i s  d i f f e r en t  from 
your parents '?  
Oh, very. .. . 
What brought you t o  t h a t  conclusion? 
I think l i v ing  with them i n  New York. I had some of them s p i t  
on me and go t  beat  up i n  Harlem. ... I was coming back from - 
coming back on the  subway from school with my br iefcase  and 
reading my paper, ... and I hear these t h r ee  guys laughing 
a t  me and the  subway i s  s t a r t i n g  t o  p u l l  out  and they a r e  
pointing a t  me, and I looked a t  my coat  and there  were j u s t  
blobs of s p i t  r o l l i ng  down the  s ide  of my coat. I was a l i t t l e  
upset - t r i e d  t o  catch t he  t ra in .  ... 
So you don' t  l i k e  Negroes i n  general? 
Right, 
%Single out  f o r  me one o r  two a t t r i b u t e s  which a r e  most d i s -  
gusting i n  terms of your own experience. (Do informant's 
general a t t i t u d e s  correspond t o  the  exoter ic  themes i n  t h e  
joke?) 
I would say t ha t  ignorance would be the  number one - the  general 
ignorance of the  Negro - t h a t  teamed with t h e i r  lack of any 
i n i t i a t i v e .  We run i n t o  - out i n  the p lan t s  we run i n t o  
s i tua t ions  where, you know, you have t o  h i r e  a l l  these Negroes 
and you ge t  them i n  there and then they work f o r  e igh t  minutes 
and then t h e y ' l l  decide t h a t  no, t h i s  i s n ' t  what they want. 
They want an easy job where you s i t  on top  of t h e  tow-motor, 
But white people a r e  doing t he  same thing. See, we don' t  
have any plants  t h a t  a r e  - you know we don't have the Negroes 
doing t h i s  and t he  white people doing t h a t  - I mean we have 
come p r e t t y  close t o  it sometimes down i n  t he  South, wi th  the  
m i l l s  down there,  bu t  t h a t t s  a l l  taken care  of now, you know, 
with the  government coming in.  But - yeah - you have a white 
man working behind t he  - you know - some s o r t  of machine that 
i s n ' t  too  glamorous. He's been working there  f o r  twenty years. 
There a r e  many Negroes there  t h a t  a r e  working there  - same way- 
and Puerto Ricans and everything e l se ,  but  now you g e t  t h i s  
new group t h a t  says they don' t  want t o  do it, They co l~ ld  make 
a helluva l o t  of money behind those machines too, They make 
ten, twelve thousand do l la r s  a year, See, we have a bonus 
system, bu t  you've got t o  work though. They won't do it. I ' d  
say ignorance and lack of i n i t i a t i v e .  
You mentioned c leanl iness  before. 
That 's t h e i r  thing, I don ' t  ge t  close enough t o  l e t  t h a t  
bother me (laugh). . . . 
3tThere were about six o r  e igh t  women a t  the  par ty  l a s t  night .  
Now how many of those women in t r i gue  you enough so  t h a t  you 
t~ould  be i n t e r e s t ed  i n  - not t h a t  you would bu t  t h a t  you 
would be i n t e r e s t ed  - t h a t  it int r igued you - t o  go t o  bed 
with them? ( ~ o e  s t he  informant recognize promiscuous des i res  
i n  himself; i s  the  joke projective?),. .  
How many would I be - l e t  1 s see  (long pause ) - oh, probably 
three  of them. I would have turned t h a t  t h e  other way (laugh). 
F k o  he wouldnlt want t o  go t o  bed withJ 
- 
+Suppose t h a t  you were having an extramari ta l  a f f a i r ,  what do 
you think K's (name of informant 1s w i  f e )  response would be 
i f  she found out about i t ?  (To w h a t  ex ten t  i s  t he  informantfs 
wife ac t ive  i n  f ru s t r a t i ng  o r  causing promiscuous des i res  t o  
be repressed? ) 
She'd say, !'Pack up your bag and ge t  out  of m y  house1' (laugh). 
She has already t o l d  me. She s a id  t h a t  she and He would go 
back t o  Louisvil le and take everything with them, She would 
not  l i ken  up t o  it very much, 
She's l a i d  down the  law, huh? 
Yeah, 
Now suppose we switch t h a t  around. What  would your response 
be i f  you found out  t h a t  K, were carrying on an extramari ta l  
a f f a i r ?  (To what extent  does t h e  informant recognize l e g i t i -  
mate promiscuous des i res  i n  others  close t o  him.) 
I ' d  be shocked (laugh). I don1 t know, I t d  probably go out 
and s t a r t  a l i t t l e  th ing of my own. I ' d  be shocked, I donl t  
think I would - I wouldn't be as upset a s  she would, But I 
think it would change things.  ... 
The group t h a t  were there  when you t o ld  the  joke, M. and He 
(male f r i ends  of the informant) and myself and and I guess K,  - 
do you think t h a t  - excluding myself since I ' m  already mar- 
r i e d  - but  +:do you think t ha t  there would be a pos s ib i l i t y  
t h a t  e i t h e r  M. or  H. could become s u f f i c i e n t l y  i n t e r e s t ed  in  
a Negro g i r l  t o  marry her? O r  consider marriage? ( ~ o e s  the  
informant see t he  other  members of h i s  group as having t he  
same a t t i t u d e s  as h i s  own?) 
I: I would hope not  (laugh), I don ' t  th ink so, , , , 
C: *Now, can you describe a group i n  which the  t e l l i n g  of t h a t  
joke would not  produce humor? Is t'nere a group f o r  whom - 
i n  other  words, you wouldn't - i n  which you would no t  t e l l  t h a t  
joke? (Does the  informant see the  joke as insu l t ing  t o  
Negroes and thereby appropriate t o  se lected groups?) 
I: No, I think t h a t  - the  only th ing t h a t  I would guess would be 
some group of Negroes, bu t  I think they would probably ge t  
more - I wouldnlt t e l l  them - but  then of course I don' t  - 
I wouldnlt be there  i n  the  midst of them (laugh). But I think- 
they'd probably enjoy it as much a s  - I think there  would pro- 
bably be, you know, some church groups, things l i k e  t h a t  - 
you know l i k e  God-fearing people who would not enjoy a joke 
l i k e  t h a t  j u s t  because it discusses promiscuity and - from the  
morality of it and - 
C: Do you think t h a t  t h e  joke i s  su f f i c i en t l y  b i t i ng  f o r  Negroes 
t h a t  you wouldn't want t o  t e l l  it i n  a Negro group? 
I: Oh, you could t e l l  it t o  t h e  Negroes - you could t e l l  it about 
Polacks - t h a t ' s  what youtd do - probably, 
C: NIo you think, though, looking a t  the  themes - the ingredients 
i n  t he  joke - do you think it would be a s  applicable f o r  - in  
other words, could you subs t i t u t e  a Swedish couple? (Are the  
themes i n  the joke pa r t i cu l a r  t o  Negroes o r  general t o  many 
groups?) ,, . 
I: No, I think i t ' s  a Negro joke, I wouldnlt t e l l  it t o  a Negro 
group - you know I ' m  a - fear ing man, ,., 
C: -%Suppose t h a t  yesterdaywhen you t o ld  t h a t  joke you got  - it 
didn ' t  ge t  a laugh - it - t h a t  it wasn't funny - but  suppose 
t h a t  it met with indifference - not negative, b u t  j u s t  with 
indifference,  How would you f ee l ?  (jJhat does t h e  ac tua l  per- 
formance of t h e  joke achieve f o r  the informant i n  a soc i a l  
in te rac t ion?  ) 
I: I tve  had several  jokes f a l l  through (laugh). I wouldnlt t e l l  
t he  joke again, That's t h e  reason I - I enjoyed t h e  joke - 
the  f i r s t  time I t o l d  the  joke I go t  a good response and t he  
second time I t o l d  it I got  a good response, and so you re- 
member t he  joke, You know throughout a period of time you 
might t e l l  hundreds of  jokes but  you only repeat  o r  t e l l  those 
jokes over and over again which have o r  g e t  a humorous response, 
II. Analysis 
A, Psychological 
1, The themes i n  the joke 
In  terms of the  idASP's sexual standards, t h e  conduct of 
Nandy, Rufus and riastus i s  promiscuous, Yllandy i s  no t  only 
involved i n  a t  l e a s t  two extra-marital a f f a i r s  bu t  from the  
WASP point  of view has an abnormal des i re  f o r  sexual in ter-  
course, taking on Lufus and Rastus i n  quick and t 'natural" 
succession, From the  WASP perspective, then, the f i r s t  
major theme of the  joke i s  Negro hypersexuality with minor 
themes of sexual promiscuity and adultery. 
I n  WASP terms, handy i s  not only promiscuous but  is a l so  a 
dominant figure,  She d i r ec t s  the floundering men i n  t h e i r  
escape attempts, f launts her sexual prowess before both 
men by having intercourse with Rastus i n  Rufus1 presence 
( in  the trunk) and she i s  unchallenged by her husband who 
d i rec ts  h i s  wrath to  the male partners i n  the a f f a i r ,  From 
the WASP point of view, then, a second theme i n  the joke, 
i f  a l e s s  major one, is the dominance of the Negro female 
in her relat ions with Negro men, 
Rufus i s  not only the goad of Mandyts dominance i n  the 
joke, he i s  portrayed as  stupid a s  well; and it is h i s  
s tupidi ty  which i s  the focal theme in the joke, Misinter- 
preting Rastus* proclamation, "Fire, Firen a s  meaning a 
f i r e  i n  the apartment and desiring t o  be rescued wh5le a t  the 
same time not wanting t o  be discovered, Rufus reveals 
everything and t o t a l l y  defeats h i s  purpose by yel l ing from 
within the trunk, ItSave the big trunk.I1 From the WASP 
perspective, then, the t h i r d  and most important theme in 
the joke (the theme upon which the humor i s  based) i s  
the s tupidi ty  of the Negro. 
2. Focal themes and generalized a t t i tudes  
I f  these a re  the major themes i n  the joke, a s  we ant icipate  
they might be ident i f ied from the NASP point of view of 
the informant, then what does the interview data reveal 
about the informant's recognition of these themes and 
about the degree t o  which the exoteric a t t i t udes  revealed 
i n  these themes are  held generally by the informant? The 
performer of the joke c lear ly  ident i f ies  two  of the three 
themes - promiscuity ("a l i t t l e  g i r l  with a red sa t in  
dress,tt tlbuckstl) and s tupidi ty  (!'dumb bucks1'), There i s  no 
suggestion i n  the informant's description of Piandy t o  
indicate tha t  he sees her a s  a dominant figure,  However, 
it must be admitted tha t  the questioning i n  th i s  regard i s  
weak. That these themes i n  the joke r e f l e c t  the informa,ntts 
generalized view of the Hegro i s  a lso  apparent - ("They 
are   promiscuous,^ "1 8 d say ignorance and lack of in i t i a t ive ,  It ) , 
3* Postulated functions 
The posit ive correlation between two of the themes of the 
joke and the general a t t i tudes  of the informant allow f o r  
the hypothesis tha t  one psychological function of the joke 
f o r  the informant i s  t h a t  it serves as an out le t  f o r  the 
indirect  expression (through a narrative vehicle ) of these 
exoteric a t t i tudes  which he might f ind too r i sky  t o  express 
d i rec t ly  among most of h i s  northern, educated, white as- 
sociates, 
The joke seems not t o  be simply a mans of expressing these 
exoteric a t t i tudes,  Because the expression is couched i n  
indirect  joke form and because the joke requires only 
laughter f o r  i t s  success, the informant's a t t i tudes  can be 
reinforced without requiring the audience to  expl ic i t ly  
s t a t e  i t s  own a t t i t udes  (laughter consti tutes the posit ive 
reinforcing response). Thus, the second psychological 
function of the  successful reception of the joke by the 
audience i s  t o  reinforce the a t t i tudes  of the informant. 
Although it is  relevant to  the l a t e r  consideration of the 
sociological functions of the joke a s  well, it i s  worth 
noting here t h a t  the audience's laughter a t  the joke does 
not necessarily mean tha t  a l l  members of it subscribe t o  
the informant's general view of the Negro. It i s  possible 
t o  laugh a t  the individual s tupidi ty  of Rufus i n  the joke 
without considering the matter of promiscuity and without 
generalizing e i the r  the s tupidi ty  or  promiscuity t o  Negroes 
a s  a group. Thus, the joke t e l l e r  may in t e rp re t  the laughter 
of the audience as  supporting h i s  a t t i t udes  when i n  f a c t  
there may be no such support. Since, however, the audience 
i s  never required t o  s t ipula te  the meaning of i t s  laughter, 
the reinforcement of the informant's a t t i t udes  goes un- 
challenged, 
It i s  probably a l so  worth noting a t  t h i s  point t ha t  the 
reinforcement of negative a t t i tudes  toward others i s  simply 
an indi rec t  way of reinforcing the posit ive values i n  
oneself and one's own group. Thus, the rejection by the 
informant of the Negro because of s tupid i ty  and promiscuity 
i s  essent ial ly  a negative way f o r  the informant t o  a s se r t  
f o r  himself and h i s  own group the values of intelligence, 
sexual temperance and marital f ide l i ty ,  
I n  addition t o  serving a s  an out le t  fo r  the expression of 
a t t i tudes  and as  a vehicle fo r  reinforcing these at t i tudes,  
the data seems t o  indicate tha t  the joke a l so  functions a s  
a device f o r  the informant t o  both project and r e j ec t  his 
own promiscuous desires. In the questioning it is clear  tha t  
while the informant i s  def in i te ly  c r i t i c a l  of the Negro f o r  
being promiscuous ("morals have be en thsoughout her l i f e  
questionablert) he i s  himself beset by s ignif icant  promiscuous 
desires  ("are there any F f  the g i r l s  a t  the p a r t d  tha t  go 
the other way" disinteFest him sexually), It i s  a l so  
c lear  both from the questioning and from observation t h a t  
the informant's promiscuous desires a re  f rus t ra ted  not only 
by the protestant e th ic  of sexual f i d e l i t y  t o  which he 
subscribes but a lso by def in i te  pronouncements by the 
informantr s wife (C:  tlShets l a i d  down the law?" I:llYeah,tl) 
In  l i g h t  of t h i s  s i tuat ion it does not seem unreasonable 
t o  suggest t h a t  by projecting h i s  own repressed promiscuous 
desires t o  the Negro the informant vicariously ac t s  i n  the 
joke i n  accordance with h is  own desires, and by i n  turn 
reject ing promiscuity i n  the Negro the informant r e j ec t s  
it i n  himself. 
The joke probably functions for  the  informant i n  a t  l e a s t  
one additional way a t  the psychological level. Idhen the 
informant t e l l s  the joke, and the joke achieves i t s  de- 
s i red e f fec t  (laughter), the informant has made a successful 
assertion of himself i n  a soc ia l  interaction. ?he informant 
suggests t h a t  the joke functions t o  s a t i s f y  his soc ia l  
needs when he describes himself a s  having "a nice fee l ingu  
when he t e l l s  a joke which is  greeted with a hear ty  laugh 
and h i s  f ru s t r a t i on  ( " fee l  l i k e  the  biggest  f o o l  i n  t he  
worldll ) when 'lone dies.  If 
B. Sociological  
It seems reasonable t o  suggest t h a t  in  t h e  common laughter pro- 
duced by t he  joke a s o c i a l  function of a sense of momentary 
cohesion o r  un i ty  can be posited. To indicate  t h a t  t he  sense 
of un i ty  i s  based on anything more than a common involvement 
i n  entertainment can not  be supported by the  present  data. For 
the  reasons mentioned e a r l i e r  ( the  i nd i r ec t  nature  of t he  joke 
and the  i n a b i l i t y  t o  assess  the  a t t i t u d i n a l  implications of 
the audience's laughter)  we could not  suggest a strong exoter ic  
function f o r  t h e  group as a whole. It would be necessary t o  
interview each of the  other members of the  group before any 
reasonable comment could be made i n  this regard. Cer ta inly  
the  questioning i nd i ca t e s  t h a t  the  informant views t h e  group 
as holding a t t i t u d e s  s imilar  t o  h i s  own. While t h i s  point  of 
view may be important t o  t he  informant's decision t o  t e l l  the  
joke, there  i s  nothing to assure the accuracy of t h a t  opinion. 
Perhaps what can be s a id  a t  t h i s  point  i s  t h a t  the  a t t i t u d e s  of 
the  members of the group toward Negroes were not so posi t ive  
o r  sens i t ive  t h a t  a Negro f i gu re  could not be used as t h e  cen- 
t r a l  b u t t  i n  a joke about promiscuity and s tupidi ty .  In  short,  
the  stereotype of the  Negro presented i n  t h e  joke is  a t  l e a s t  
allowed by the  group f o r  the purpose of humor. 
Results 
Student response t o  the  co l lec t ing  and funct ional  analysis  project  was 
favorable from the  outset .  In anonymous evaluations of t h e  course 
s o l i c i t e d  by the  ins t ruc tor  a t  the conclusion of t he  semester most stu- 
dents indicated t h a t  the p ro jec t  was the  most valuable and i n t e r e s t i ng  
p a r t  of the course. Several students mentioned t h a t  the  i n s t ruc to r ' s  
sample analysis  w a s  valuable f o r  understanding exactly what it w a s  they 
were t o  be doing. 
From t h e  point  of view of an ins t ructor ,  I was delighted with the  g rea t  
majori ty of the  student papers. Student grades which had been running 
f a i r l y  low on l e s s  demanding p r io r  assignments (average grade C-/D+) 
jumped t o  an average grade of "Btl f o r  t he  p ro jec t  papers. I n  s p i t e  of 
the  f a c t  t h a t  t he  c l a s s  was composed of students from several  l eve l s  
(r'reshmen through Seniors)  with a good many r'reshmen, only one student 
ina,cated i n  h i s  evaluation of the course t h a t  he f e l t  t he  p ro jec t  w a s  
too advanced f o r  a student a t  h i s  level .  Better  than e igh ty  percent of 
t h s  students managed e n t i r e l y  on t h e i r  own t o  obtain and u t i l i z e  a 
tape recorder i n  t h e i r  interview. Nost s ignif icant ,  the  great  majori ty 
of the  students were ab le  t o  apply t he  methodological and ana ly t ica l  
concepts of the  sample model with su f f i c i en t  f l e x i b i l i t y  s o  t ha t  t h e i r  
questioning and analyses .were spec i f i c  t o  t h e i r  jokes and informants, 
A b r ie f  review of one of the  b e t t e r  student papers w i l l  have t o  su f f i ce  
t o  suggest t he  type of material  t h a t  many of the  students produced. A 
g i r l  d e a l t  with the  following wel l  know riddle-joke as to ld  by one of 
her g i r l  f r iends:  
Q.: What did  Onassis give Jackie f o r  a wedding present?" 
A, :  "An antique organ.lI 
The student iden t i fed  t h e  following possible themes i n  the joke t o  in- 
ves t iga te  i n  her interview and designed in te res t ing  questions t o  f i n d  ou t  
how the  informant r e l a t ed  t o  these themes: 1 )  Jackie ' s  marriage - 
possible negative a t t i t u d e  toward it; 2) the  Kennedy family and Democrats 
generally - possible negative a t t i t u d e s  toward them; 3) Greeks - pos- 
s i b l e  negative a t t i t u d e s  toward them; 4) d i s t r u s t  of the wealthy - 
possible envy, Interview data  confirmed the  f i r s t  and four th  themes 
a s  foca l  f o r  t h e  informant while themes two and t h r e e  seemed no t  t o  be 
relevant. Theme one was c l e a r l y  predominant and t h e  student d i d  a f i ne  
job of pursuing t he  reasons f o r  t he  informant's negative a t t i t u d e  i n  
her interview. It seems t h a t  one reason the  informant was displeased 
with Jackie 's  marriage was because she f e l t  Jackie had degraded both 
hersel f  and her country by marrying money ra ther  than i n t e l l e c t  and 
cul ture ,  Here themes one and fou r  c l e a r l y  mix. The i n t ens i t y  of the 
informantrs negative fee l ings  toward t h e  wedding was revealed i n  the 
interview when it was  discovered t h a t  the  Jackie joke w a s  t h e  only one 
the  informant knew and t h a t  t h e  informant had t o l d  it "hundreds of timesn 
s ince  she heard it two months ea r l i e r .  The student proceeded t o  c a l l  
upon her background knowledge of her  g i r l  f r i end  t o  point  out  t h a t  t he  
informant had previously idol ized Jackie t o  the  extent  of t ry ing t o  t a l k  
and fashion her h a i r  l i k e  Jackie. The student indicated t h a t  i n  l i g h t  
of t he  informant's personal investment i n  the  Jackie image, there was a 
sense i n  which Jackie 's  degrading a c t  had the e f f e c t  of a l s o  degrading 
the informant, of threatening her own iden t i ty .  The student concluded 
hy postulat ing a s  one function of the  joke f o r  the  informant t h a t  it 
provided her  with a means t o  express her disappointment with Jackie 's  
a c t  and t o  s t r i k e  back. 
A second reason f o r  t he  informant's d i s t r e s s  with t he  Jackie marriage 
was most i n t e r e s t i ng  because it had no t  been anticipated.  From the  
interview we lea rn  t h a t  the  informant i s  espec ia l ly  concerned about the  
consequence t o  the  Kennedy children of the  marriage t o  Onassis. The 
informant f ea r s  t h a t  Onassis w i l l  no t  be a good f a the r  because he is  too 
old t o  appreciate, understand o r  love Jackie 's  young children. A new 
theme emerges - t h a t  of age d i spa r i t y  not between husband and wife but  
hetween fa ther  and children. The s tudent  pursued t h i s  topic  with the 
informant and soon found hersel f  discussing the  informant's own long 
b a t t l e s  a s  an only c h i l d  with her  much older parents t o  achieve the  de- 
gree of s o c i a l  independence enjoyed by her  g i r l  fr iends.  The interview 
reveals t ha t  the  informant sees  a s  the  major contributing f ac to r  t o  her 
own parental  problem the  f a c t  t h a t  her parents a r e  too old t o  understand 
her s i tua t ion  i n  the  way t h e  younger parents of her  peers can. From 
t h i  data the  student postula tes  a second function f o r  t he  joke t o  the  
informant, In  essence she says, t he  antique organ i n  the  joke serves 
f o r  the  informant as a means whereby t he  informant punishes Jackie 
sexually f o r  having married an older man and having abrogated her res-  
pons ib i l i ty  t o  her young children,  
The student goes on t o  discuss the funct ions  of anxiety re lease  and ego 
gain, but  the r e a l  excellence of the  s tudentrs  work l i e s  i n  her superb 
response t o  a new lead i n  the  interview s i t ua t i on  and i n  her i n s igh t fu l  
in te rpre ta t ion  which suggests the  intimate and spec i f i c  t i e s  of the  in- 
formant t o  the joke she t e l l s .  The informant i n  t h i s  case seems t o  
wield the riddle-joke a s  a kind of personal re ta l ia t ion  device. Xe can 
not know t h i s  u n t i l  the informant i s  interviewed. After a l l ,  the in- 
formant could have jus t  as  eas i ly  been a great  hater of the Xennedys. 
Clearly the  same joke can function i n  d i f fe rent  ways f o r  d i f fe rent  
people, and one of the lessons f o r  the fo lk lo r i s t  from a project of 
t h i s  type i s  t h a t  it is  a r i sky  business t o  second guess what those 
functions are  in any single instance. 
Conclusions 
The purpose of t h i s  paper has been t o  report  on one way i n  which be- 
ginning students of folklore were successfully involved i n  the functional 
analysis of the material they collected, Other instructors  engaged i n  
teaching the introductory course i n  folklore a t  Indiana U ~ i v e r s i t y  made 
use of the sample analysis i n  various ways, Rest of them chose not t o  
involve a l l  of the i r  students i n  the  project but suggested e i the r  modi- 
f icat ions o r  extensions of the design t o  some of the i r  students who 
were interested i n  producing a term paper f o r  the course, Eiost modi- 
f ica t ions  have involved the adaptation of the design t o  other gences 
of folklore besides jokes. For instance, a very interest ing paper was 
written on a s  seemingly unpromising an item as  the benediction used by 
a part icular  minister a t  a Sunday service, &tensions of the project 
design include : 1 )  interviewing the various audience members as  well  
as the joke t e l l e r  t o  allow f o r  conclusions on function a t  the  socio- 
logical  a s  well  as  the psychological level,  2)  comparative studies of 
psychological f ~ ~ n c t i o n  i two or more informants t e l l i ng  the same joke, 
3)  interviewing the informant i n  depth t o  indicate how the a t t i tudes  
e q r e s s e d  i n  the joke are  integrated in to  the informant's personality a s  
a whole, 4) the addition of psychological t e s t ing  t o  serve a s  a check on 
the va l id i ty  of the interview data and the consequent interpretation, 
and 5 )  the assessment of the psychological functions of several re lated 
items i n  one informant's repertoire,  
While it i s  not the purpose of t h i s  paper t o  diminish i n  any way the 
value of o r  necessity f o r  adequate comparative annotation and classi-  
fication of lore, there do seem to be some clear advantages of a col- 
lect ing project l i k e  the one outlined here which involves the intro- 
ductory student i n  functional analysis. Projects which focus on anno- 
ta t ion  and classif icat ion generally a re  designed t o  demonstrate t o  the 
.- 
student tha t  1 )  a great  deal of lore  s t i l l  ex i s t s  and t h a t  it should be 
collected and properly documented; 2)  lo re  can be f i t t e d  in to  categories 
f o r  comparative study and r e t r i eva l  purpases ; 3 ) seemingly unique tradi- 
t ions are  r ea l ly  widespread; and 4) over time and space lo re  changes in 
form and/or content. What such projects don't do is  indicate t o  the 
sttluent why lore  i s  important t o  the individual who car r ies  and performs 
it and t o  the group who enioys it. It i s  precisely t o  t h i s  question 
tha t  the project involving functional analysis i s  directed. In the pre- 
sent period of educational turmoil with students demanding tha t  education 
be relevant to  the i r  l ives ,  it seems important tha t  fo lk lor i s t s  teaching 
undergraduate courses t r y  t o  make available to  the student collecting 
projects which help the student to  answer f o r  himself the question, I1bJhy 
is folklore important t o  me, t o  my friends, t o  my group?" 
There is  an added advantage t o  a project which focuses the  beginning 
student's e f fo r t s  on the informant and h i s  lore.  In the project out- 
l ined i n  t h i s  paper the student's research i s  conducted f o r  the most 
par t  i n  the face t o  face rather  than face t o  book situation, The pro- 
j ec t  is people, not index or  archive oriented. Indexes, printed col- 
lect ions and archives a re  valuable f o r  the fo lk lor i s t ,  but Paul Arnold, 
Mr.  Average Introduction t o  Folklore Student, i s  not  going t o  f ind ex- 
per t i se  i n  the use of the various motif indexes very useful i n  h i s  job 
as  a secur i t ies  broker, On the other hand what he learns about e l i c i t i n g  
information from people i n  an interview or  how di f fe rent  lo re  i s  f i t t e d  
t o  d i f fe rent  individuals and groups may prove quite useful. 
It is not only students who may benefi t  from engaging i n  a project of the 
type suggested in this paper. There i s  one c lear  cu t  advantage t o  the 
fo lk lor i s t ,  Rather than receiving several t rad i t iona l  items e l i c i t ed  by 
the student col lector  i n  an a r t i f i c i a l  context with each item minimally 
documented, the instructor  receives one item collected from i ts  natural  
context and with re la t ive ly  f u l l  documentation. Not only i s  personal 
and contextual data mare extensive than usual, but i f  the student has 
been the l e a s t  b i t  insightful  i n  h i s  interview, the f o l k l o r i s t  i s  
provided with interview data  which reaates the item t o  the  informant and 
h i s  audience. The archive in to  which such well documented items of l o r e  
are  placed benefits i n  t h a t  it can now begin t o  service not only questions 
of what item i s  known by whom a t  what time and what place, but a l so  
questions of why the item i s  important to  the t rad i t ion  carr ier ,  why 
the item i s  performed before cer tain groups i n  cer tain s i tuat ions and 
why and how it i s  enjoyed by the d i f fe rent  groups who hear it. 
